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PACKAGING FOR BACON AND ASSOCIATED PACKAGING METHOD 

Background of the Invention 

5 Field of Invention 

[001] The instant invention relates to packaging for bacon, 
and to an associated method for wrapping bacon in the packaging. 

Description of the Prior Art 
10 [002] U.S. Patent No. 2, 509,450 to Reed et al. discloses 

bacon packaging in which individual strips of bacon 15 are 
deposited on a strip 10 of parchment type paper^ cellophane or 
the like with spaces 17 between each strip of bacon 15. 

[003] After the strips of bacon 15 are deposited on the 
|^jl5 strip 10 of paper or cellophane, the strip 10 is then folded so 



that the strips of bacon 15 are partially overlapped. The 
strips 10 of paper of cellophane separate each adjacent strip of 
bacon . 

[004] In wrapping the strips of bacon 15, care must be 
%20 taken so that the strips of bacon 15 and the strip 10 of paper 
I or cellophane are overlapped by the same amount every time. If 
adjacent strips of bacon are not covered by the paper or 
cellophane, then the strips will stick together. 

[005] U.S. Patent No. 2,817,198 to Crowley et al. discloses 
25 a bacon packaging machine to produce packs of sliced bacon of 
the type shown in Figs. 23 and 24 of the patent. 

[006] The packaging disclosed by Crowley et al. is 
identical to that disclosed in the M50 patent described above, 
except that the folds are reversed. Thus, the packaging suffers 
30 from the same drawbacks mentioned above with respect to the M50 
patent. 
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[007] U.S. Patent No. 2,665,993 to Swanson discloses a 
bacon package in which the individual strips of bacon are 
protectively stored between thin separator leaves anchored 
together along a common side (Figs. 1-6) or, in an alternative 
embodiment, to a separate rear sheet 18 (Figs. 17-20). 

[008] Thus, in Swanson, the separator leaves are like 
"pages" of a "book", and the strips of bacon are stored between 
each "page". This construction, however, is complicated and 
assembly is relatively time consuming. 



Summary of the Invention 

[009] An object of the present invention is to provide a 

CI simple and efficient package for bacon. 

Of 

0% [010] A further object of the present invention is to 

^15 provide a simple and efficient method for packaging bacon, 

j;: [Oil] These and other objects are achieved according to the 
first embodiment of the invention by providing bacon packaging 

CI comprising a single sheet of packaging material (e.g., clear 



£1 cellophane or the like) which is folded in a predetermined 
'"^^'20 fashion around the strips of bacon so that adjacent strips of 



l| bacon are completely separated by the packaging material. 

[012] The packaging material can be provided with 
perforations in predetermined positions so that excess packaging 
material can be removed (i.e., torn away) as individual strips 
25 of bacon are removed from the packaging. The packaging material 
may also be provided with a tapered end to make it easier to 
grasp the end of the packaging material and, thus, to unwrap the 
packaging material. 

[013] In a second embodiment of the invention, the strips 
30 of bacon extend in parallel and are supported on cardboard or 
other support material. There can be any number of layers of 
cardboard and strips of bacon. One end of a cellophane wrapper 
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or other covering material is wrapped around the layers of 
support material and bacon to protectively surround and enclose 
the bacon. When the covering material is lifted, the top layer 
of bacon is exposed. After the top layer has been used, the 
covering material is wrapped over the next layer of bacon strips 
to seal the strips again. 

[014] The packaging method corresponding to the first 
embodiment comprises the steps of placing an initial strip of 
bacon along an edge of a piece of packaging material or a 
predetermined distance away from the edge, placing the remaining 
strips of bacon on the packaging material to extend in parallel 
with the initial strip of bacon, folding the packaging material 
around the initial strip of bacon, and then folding the 
packaging material around the remaining strips of bacon until 
all of the strips are protectively surrounded, in a spiral 
fashion, by the packaging material. 

[015] The packaging method corresponding to the second 
embodiment comprises the steps of placing a piece of cardboard 
or other support material over one end of a piece of cellophane 
or other covering material, placing the bottom layer of bacon 
strips on top of the support material, placing another piece of 
support material over the strips of bacon, placing additional 
layers of bacon strips and support material, and then wrapping 
the covering material around the top layer of bacon strips, with 
the opposite edge of the covering material being wrapped around 
the one end of the covering material under the lowermost support 
material thereby sealing the bacon strips. To remove the strips 
of bacon, the covering material is unwrapped and the strips are 
taken from the exposed support material. The covering material 
is then wrapped around the remaining layers to again seal the 
strips of bacon. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 
[016] The preferred embodiments of the invention will 
hereinafter be described in conjunction with the appended 
5 drawings provided to illustrate and not to limit the invention, 
where like designations denote like elements, and in which: 

[017] Fig, 1 is a top view showing a packaging for bacon and 
an associated packaging method (as indicated by the lettered 
arrows) according to the first embodiment of the invention; 
10 [018] Fig. lA is a top view showing a modification of the 

packaging method of the first embodiment; 

[019] Fig. 2 is a side cross-sectional view showing the 
yl (spirally wrapped) of the first embodiment of the invention; 

Ml 

p^fl [020] Fig. 3 is a side cross-sectional view showing a 

#15 package for bacon according to the second embodiment of the 
;5 invention; 

[021] Fig. 4 is a top perspective view of the bacon package 
of the second embodiment; 

[022] Fig. 5 is a bottom perspective view of the bacon 
^^^20 package of the second embodiment; 

[023] Fig. 6 is a side cross-sectional view showing a 
package combining the first and second embodiments of the 
invention; and 

[024] Fig. 7 is a top perspective view showing a different 
25 package combining the first and second embodiments of the 
invention. 
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Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

[025] Referring now to the drawings. Fig. 1 shows the first 
embodiment of the invention. Individual strips of bacon 2A-2E 
are placed on cellophane or other wrapping material 1 as shown 
in Fig. 1. The wrapping material 1 is generally rectangular and 
of sufficient size to accommodate the desired number of strips 
of bacon. Further, the wrapping material must be able to 
withstand freezing temperatures without crumbling. An 
overlapping edge 5 is employed to provide a flap for covering 
bacon strip 2A, the material 1 being folded in the direction 
shown by arrow A in Fig. 1. In a slight modification of the 
first embodiment (see Fig. lA) , the bacon strip 2A can be placed 
on top of the overlapping edge 5, in which case the position 
between bacon strips 2A and 2B is empty. In this alternative 
placement (see Fig. lA) , the bacon strip 2A and the edge of flap 
5 are folded over together in the direction shown by arrow A in 
Fig. lA. The strips of bacon 2A-2E can be placed on the 
wrapping material 1 prior to folding the wrapping material or 
simultaneously as the wrapping material is folded. 

[026] The folding of the bacon strips 2A-2E in the wrapping 
or covering 1 is continued (as shown by the arrows "A" to "E") 
until the bacon strips are spirally enclosed within the covering 
1, as shown in Fig. 2. Then, a tapered portion 4 of the 
covering 1 is wrapped in the opposite direction ("F" in Figs. 1 
and lA) to seal the strips of bacon within the packaging. 

[027] The right hand tapered portion 4 in Figs. 1, lA and 2 
makes it easier to grasp the end of the covering 1 when it is 
desired to remove the bacon strips 2A-2E. A piece of tape or 
other marker 12 may be placed on the end of the taper to 
indicate that the user should pull the taper to expose the 
bacon. The perforations 3 make it easier for the user to remove 
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excess covering material 1 as each bacon strip is removed from 
the packaging. 

[028] The packaging and corresponding packaging method of 
the first embodiment are advantageous to the consumer since the 
5 packaging does not require excessive handling of the bacon. The 
packaging avoids messy situations experienced with conventional 
bacon packages. Further, the strips of bacon are efficiently 
and simply removed by unfolding the packaging and tearing off 
excess wrapping material, if desired. 
10 [029] In addition, the packaging and corresponding packaging 

method are advantageous to the commercial packager since the do 
not require complicated folding machinery which would ensure a 
precise folding width for preventing adjacent strips of bacon 
from contacting each other and sticking together. Since the 



f^\5 bacon strips are folded within the wrapping material in a spiral 

^5 fashion, there is no possibility that the strips of bacon will 

^; stick together. All of the strips of bacon are completely 

M covered by the wrapping material and, therefore, protectively 



sealed within the package. Thus, there are no exposed portions 
|;,:J20 which would require additional packaging material. Accordingly, 
the packaging is both simpler and more cost effective than 
conventional packaging. 

[030] Figs. 3-5 show a second embodiment of the present 
invention with three layers of bacon strips 7a, 7b, and 7c. 
25 Each layer of bacon is supported by a layer of cardboard 8a, 8b, 
and 8c or other support material. A protective covering 6 is 
wrapped around the layers of bacon. The base end 11 of the 
covering 6 is placed below the lowermost cardboard layer 8c, and 
the remainder 10 of the covering 6 is wrapped around the layers 
30 of bacon as shown in Fig, 3. The end 9 of the covering is 
wrapped over (i.e., overlaps) the opposite end of the covering 
beneath the lowermost cardboard layer 8c to seal the strips of 
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bacon in the packaging. Fig. 4 shows a top view of the package 
according to the second embodiment, and Fig. 5 shows a bottom 
view of the same. 

[031] When covering material 6 is removed, several rows of 

bacon strips in the top layer are exposed. This type of 
packaging is particularly advantageous in commercial 
applications, i.e., where large amounts of bacon are needed at 
one time. 

[032] The packaging of the first embodiment could be used in 
conjunction with the packaging of the second embodiment, as 
shown in Fig. 6. That is, the spirally-wrapped packages shown 
in Fig. 2 could replace the individual strips of bacon 7a, 7b 
and 7c in Fig. 3. The opposite is also true (see Fig. 7) . That 
is, each strip of bacon in accordance with the packaging and 
method of the first embodiment (Figs. 1, lA and 2) could be 
replaced by a plurality of bacon strips packaged in accordance 
with the second embodiment (Figs. 3-5) . 

[033] The instant invention has been shown and described 
herein in what are considered to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiments. It is recognized, however, that 

departures may be made therefrom within the scope of the 
invention and that obvious modifications will occur to a person 
skilled in the art. 
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